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Ascension Community Trust

Report of the Trustees
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies Act 2006,  present
their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2015. The  trustees
have adopted the provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) 'Accounting  and
Reporting by Charities' issued in March 2005.

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
Registered Company number
04184090 (England and Wales)

Registered Charity number
1091887

Registered office
Ascension Church Centre
Baxter Road
Custom House
London
E16 3HJ

Trustees
Rev D Chesney 
Dr N Copsey 
W Lake 
A MacDonald 
Mrs J Thomas 
Ms C G Crombie - appointed 16.9.15

Company Secretary
P H Beaufrere

Independent examiner
Willis Burnell Ltd
3 The Courtyard
Parsonage Farm
Throwley
Faversham
Kent
ME13 0ET

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Governing document
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a limited  company,
limited by guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006.

Recruitment and appointment of new trustees
All directors of the company are also trustees of the charity, and there are no other trustees.  The
trustees named above served during the year. The board has the power to appoint additional trustees  as
it considers fit to do so. 
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Ascension Community Trust

Report of the Trustees
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Organisational structure
The charity is organised so that the trustees meet regularly to manage its affairs. The day to  day
administration of the charity is managed by the Ascension Community Trust staff and a part  time
accountant. 

Related parties
The charity is closely linked with the Ascension Church, Baxter Road E16. 

Risk management
The trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to  ensure
appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error. 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Objectives and aims
The charity's object and its principal activity continues to be to work for the benefit of the public in  and
around the Parish of the Ascension, Victoria Dock, London E16, Custom House and Canning  Town,
London Borough of Newham. 
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Ascension Community Trust

Report of the Trustees
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Significant activities
The continued cuts in local council spending and welfare reforms undertaken on a national level  have
unsurprisingly had an adverse impact on the lives of the people of Custom House and Canning  Town.
This was a theme picked up in our report last year, and it is feared there is some way to go. We  are
already preparing ourselves for already announced cuts in local government spending of £50m in  2016.
With the reduction or total closure of certain local council services on the horizon, 'whole  community'
outreach organisations are needed more than ever.
During this year, Ascension Community Trust continued to provide the important and  sometimes
necessary services to the people of Custom House and Canning Town. We made full use of our  staff,
volunteers, trustees and premises in order to provide a positive impact to our community. Our  sincere
thanks to all for the continued commitment, passion and sheer hard work which has been key to  our
growth and development as an organisation People of all ages have benefitted from the services  the
Trust is able to offer, particularly in this increasing challenging environment.
The Garden Café continues to provide a unique community setting for the Custom House area.  With
the depletion of gathering spaces within our community, the Garden Café offers a place where  people
of all ages can come to rest, work and play. Everyone who enters the Café is immediately struck by  its
great blend of acceptance, safety and welcome. It is also a place where many groups meet,  particularly
those with physical and mental health needs. It is a place of practical support also, particularly for  those
seeking employment with the continued provision of a 'Job Club' and 'Careers Workshop'. This year  we
have extended the use of the café as a drop-in centre for the local secondary school and  provide
mentoring support for a number of students.
The work of the Elders Project continues to provide a lifeline to all those who attend. Again there  are
challenges ahead with regard to funding. However, at this time the need is greater than at any time  in
the past as our seniors are feeling more and more isolated.
Our Football academy continues to provide an important framework for a fun time of coaching in  the
King George Park. This has been extended to offer quality coaching to those of pre-school age. We  are
indebted to our FA qualified coaches who provide quality coaching, but also develop our  young
people's levels of respect, team work and overall positive attitude to one another.
In this challenging economic environment our paid and volunteer staff have gone far beyond  our
expectations providing care and service and we are indebted to them. As we continue to feel the  pinch
of a vastly reduced level of local council funding, we are exploring ways of becoming  more
self-sufficient. This year, a full review of the Garden Café activities has provided us with a  firmer
financial footing. The challenge continues. 

ACHIEVEMENT AND PERFORMANCE
Fundraising activities
Like many organisations, but particularly those within the charity sector, we continue to feel the  effects
of the economic downturn. Whilst we are placed in an area of economic and social deprivation, there  is
future external investment into the local economy which has potential to provide a better standard  of
living for local people. However, this investment will not necessarily extend to third  sector
organisations like ourselves, who seek to provide much needed support. We have seen a downturn  in
charitable giving, but despite this difficult backdrop we have continued to provide excellent  services
and facilities for the benefit of local people. Often it is through tough times that strength is built. It  has
been a period in which we have had to be much clearer on our priorities and more innovative in  our
approach to service delivery. We are grateful to the funders that have helped us keep our  projects
running, particularly at a time when money is so limited. 

Page 3



Ascension Community Trust

Report of the Trustees
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
FINANCIAL REVIEW
Reserves policy
The trustees maintain adequate reserves to meet the charity's objectives. 

Principal funding sources
We would like to take this opportunity to recognise and thank our many volunteers and funders  for
their continued support of Ascension Community Trust. Funders during 2014/15 include:
Royal Docks Trust
London Borough of Newham
Lloyds TSB Foundation
London over the Border
City Bridge Trust
Felsted School Mission Council
Ascension Church Centre
We thank God for all the ways we can serve others in order to encourage Well-being,  hope,
opportunities, love and empowerment. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS
The charity continues to develop along the lines already set and the directors anticipate that  this
development will continue for the foreseeable future. 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the  Companies
Act 2006 relating to small companies.

Approved by order of the board of trustees on 9 November 2015 and signed on its behalf by:

Rev D Chesney  - Trustee
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of
Ascension Community Trust

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2015 set out on pages seven to thirteen.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity's trustees (who are also the directors for the purposes of company law) are responsible  for
the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an audit is not required for this  year
(under Section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act)) and that an independent examination  is
required.

Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible  for
independent examination, it is my responsibility to:

- examine the accounts under Section 145 of the 2011 Act
- to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity  Commission

(under Section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act); and
- to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of the independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the  Charity
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and  a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any  unusual
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any  such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an  audit,
and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view ' and  the
report is limited to those matters set out in the statements below.

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements

- to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 386 and 387 of the Companies  Act
2006; and

- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with  the
accounting requirements of Sections 394 and 395 of the Companies Act 2006 and with  the
methods and principles of the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting  and
Reporting by Charities

have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper  understanding
of the accounts to be reached.
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of
Ascension Community Trust

Willis Burnell Ltd
3 The Courtyard
Parsonage Farm
Throwley
Faversham
Kent
ME13 0ET

9 November 2015
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Ascension Community Trust

Statement of Financial Activities
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 

2015 2014
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

funds funds funds funds
Notes £ £ £ £

INCOMING RESOURCES
Incoming resources from generated
funds
Voluntary income 2,450 67,915 70,365 72,788
Activities for generating funds 2 29,375 4,317 33,692 28,708
Other incoming resources - 200 200 -

Total incoming resources 31,825 72,432 104,257 101,496

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds
Fundraising trading: cost of goods sold
and other costs 23,126 5,778 28,904 33,865
Charitable activities
Ascension Football Academy 3,107 3,212 6,319 5,952
Elders Activities and Positive Ageing - 26,560 26,560 21,708
Community Cafe & Lunch Club 439 28,257 28,696 24,176
Administration & Management 3,141 15,128 18,269 19,948
Governance costs 3,487 - 3,487 3,762

Total resources expended 33,300 78,935 112,235 109,411

NET INCOMING/(OUTGOING)
RESOURCES (1,475) (6,503) (7,978) (7,915)

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forward 5,308 10,675 15,983 23,898

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED
FORWARD 3,833 4,172 8,005 15,983

The notes form part of these financial statements
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Ascension Community Trust

Balance Sheet
At 31 March 2015
 

2015 2014
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

funds funds funds funds
Notes £ £ £ £

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets 6 (653) 2,611 1,958 2,611

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank and in hand 6,781 1,561 8,342 15,667

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year 7 (2,295) - (2,295) (2,295)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 4,486 1,561 6,047 13,372

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES 3,833 4,172 8,005 15,983

NET ASSETS 3,833 4,172 8,005 15,983

FUNDS 8
Unrestricted funds 3,833 5,308
Restricted funds 4,172 10,675

TOTAL FUNDS 8,005 15,983

The notes form part of these financial statements
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Ascension Community Trust

Balance Sheet - continued
At 31 March 2015
 
The charitable company is entitled to exemption from audit under Section 477 of the Companies  Act
2006 for the year ended 31 March 2015.

The members have not required the charitable company to obtain an audit of its financial  statements
for the year ended 31 March 2015 in accordance with Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006.

The trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for
(a) ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records that comply with Sections  386

and 387 of the Companies Act 2006 and
(b) preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of  the

charitable company as at the end of each financial year and of its surplus or deficit for  each
financial year in accordance with the requirements of Sections 394 and 395 and which  otherwise
comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to financial statements, so  far
as applicable to the charitable company.

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15  of
the Companies Act 2006 relating to small charitable companies and with the Financial  Reporting
Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008).

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 9 November 2015 and  were
signed on its behalf by:

Rev D Chesney -Trustee

The notes form part of these financial statements
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Ascension Community Trust

Notes to the Financial Statements  
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

 
Accounting convention
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, and  in
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008),  the
Companies Act 2006 and the requirements of the Statement of Recommended  Practice,
Accounting and Reporting by Charities.

Exemption from preparing a cash flow statement
Exemption has been taken from preparing a cash flow statement on the grounds that  the
charitable company qualifies as a small charitable company. 

Incoming resources
All incoming resources are included on the Statement of Financial Activities when the charity  is
legally entitled to the income and the amount can be quantified with reasonable accuracy. 

Resources expended
Expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings  that
aggregate all cost related to the category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to  particular
headings they have been allocated to activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. 

Tangible fixed assets
Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates in order to write off each asset over  its
estimated useful life.

Land and buildings - in accordance with the property
Plant and machinery etc - 25% on reducing balance

Taxation
The charity is exempt from corporation tax on its charitable activities. 

Fund accounting
Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objectives at the discretion  of
the trustees.

Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the objects of  the
charity. Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for  particular
restricted purposes.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to  the
financial statements. 

Hire purchase and leasing commitments
Rentals paid under operating leases are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities on  a
straight line basis over the period of the lease.
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Ascension Community Trust

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
2. ACTIVITIES FOR GENERATING FUNDS

2015 2014
£ £

Cafe takings 26,256 21,541
Members' subscriptions 7,261 6,812
Venue hire 175 345
Book sales - 10

33,692 28,708

3. NET INCOMING/(OUTGOING) RESOURCES

Net resources are stated after charging/(crediting):

2015 2014
£ £

Depreciation - owned assets 653 870
Other operating leases 5,500 5,500

4. TRUSTEES' REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS

There were no trustees' remuneration or other benefits for the year ended 31 March 2015 nor  for
the year ended 31 March 2014 .

Trustees' expenses
There were no trustees' expenses paid for the year ended 31 March 2015 nor for the year  ended
31 March 2014 .

5. STAFF COSTS

2015 2014
£ £

Wages and salaries 57,710 53,742
Social security costs 484 2,378

58,194 56,120

The average monthly number of employees during the year was as follows:

2015 2014
Charity administration and support 5 5

No employees received emoluments in excess of £60,000.
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Ascension Community Trust

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
6. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS

Plant and
Land and machinery
buildings etc Totals

£ £ £
COST
At 1 April 2014 and 31 March 2015 44,688 19,331 64,019

DEPRECIATION
At 1 April 2014 44,688 16,720 61,408
Charge for year - 653 653

At 31 March 2015 44,688 17,373 62,061

NET BOOK VALUE
At 31 March 2015 - 1,958 1,958

At 31 March 2014 - 2,611 2,611

7. CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR

2015 2014
£ £

Other creditors 2,295 2,295
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Ascension Community Trust

Notes to the Financial Statements - continued
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015
 
8. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

Net
movement

At 1.4.14 in funds At 31.3.15
£ £ £

Unrestricted funds
General Fund 9,748 (6,808) 2,940
Football Academy 565 2,287 2,852
Garden Community Cafe (5,005) 3,046 (1,959)

5,308 (1,475) 3,833

Restricted funds
Elders Activities, Positive Ageing & Lunch Club 2,388 (25) 2,363
Programme Director (5,767) 1,872 (3,895)
Ascension Arts 1,596 - 1,596
Ascension Football Academy 293 (3,212) (2,919)
Garden Community Cafe (Projects) 12,165 (5,138) 7,027

10,675 (6,503) 4,172

TOTAL FUNDS 15,983 (7,978) 8,005

Net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows:

Incoming Resources Movement
resources expended in funds

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds
General Fund - (6,808) (6,808)
Football Academy 5,394 (3,107) 2,287
Garden Community Cafe 26,431 (23,385) 3,046

31,825 (33,300) (1,475)

Restricted funds
Elders Activities, Positive Ageing & Lunch Club 26,535 (26,560) (25)
Programme Director 17,000 (15,128) 1,872
Ascension Football Academy - (3,212) (3,212)
Garden Community Cafe (Projects) 28,897 (34,035) (5,138)

72,432 (78,935) (6,503)

TOTAL FUNDS 104,257 (112,235) (7,978)
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Ascension Community Trust

Detailed Statement of Financial Activities  
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015

2015 2014
£ £

INCOMING RESOURCES

Voluntary income
Donations 1,819 3,393
Grants 68,546 69,232
Subscriptions - 163

70,365 72,788

Activities for generating funds
Cafe takings 26,256 21,541
Members' subscriptions 7,261 6,812
Venue hire 175 345
Book sales - 10

33,692 28,708

Other incoming resources
Sundry income 200 -

Total incoming resources 104,257 101,496

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Fundraising trading: cost of goods sold and other costs
Cafe and Lunch Club purchases 18,350 23,591
Other operating leases 5,500 5,500
Heat & light 3,416 3,148
Rent & rates 385 605
Repairs 423 169
Telephone 644 650
Fire & Security 186 202

28,904 33,865

Charitable activities
Wages 57,710 53,742
Social security 484 2,378
Sundries 905 1,568
Transport 4,800 4,210
Volunteers expenses 6,410 5,094
Carried forward 70,309 66,992

This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements
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Ascension Community Trust

Detailed Statement of Financial Activities  
for the Year Ended 31 March 2015

2015 2014
£ £

Charitable activities
Brought forward 70,309 66,992
Catering 4,643 805
Coaching fees 3,212 3,377
Sessional work 1,380 610
Art classes 300 -

79,844 71,784

Governance costs
Insurance 1,334 1,392
Accountancy 1,500 1,500
Depreciation of tangible fixed assets 653 870

3,487 3,762

Total resources expended 112,235 109,411

Net expenditure (7,978) (7,915)

This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements
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